
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spring/Summer 2021 
 
To All Rising Students of AP English Language: 
 
In order to most efficiently begin instruction in Advanced Placement English language in the fall of 
2021, it is essential that some time be spent in preparation for the course during the summer. Students 
must complete the following and do so in the order that the assignments are presented below. This 
assignment should be typed, printed, and fully prepared for submission on the first day of school in 
August. Sections will be submitted via Turnitin.com as well; instructions for Turnitin.com submissions 
will be given in class. Collaboration is not permitted; all submissions should represent original work.  
 
Assignment #1: Course Discovery 
Go to the College Board AP English language and composition website and read the course 
description, taking copious notes: 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-and-exam-
description.pdf?course=ap-english-language-and-composition.  
Pay particular attention to the description of the free response essays. 
Take the sample multiple choice test (pg.115); print the test and bring it to class on the first day.  
 
Assignment #2: Sample Analysis 
Go to the College Board AP English language and composition website’s exam page: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/2001.html 
 Read the free response questions for the years 2007 through 2021 (all of them, including the 

Form B where given). Look for the header for “Past Exam Questions” on the page for past 
questions. 

 Read the sample responses and scoring guidelines for each essay for each year. 
 In one sentence maximum, summarize each synthesis prompt (question #1), specifically 

explaining the topic and what the prompt is asking the test taker to do. Type this as a list, 
numbered by year, starting with 2007 and ending with 2021 (including B forms) 

 In one sentence maximum, summarize each rhetorical analysis prompt (question #2), 
identifying the writer/speaker, the intended audience, and the speaker’s goal (what he or she 
hoped to convey/accomplish). Type this as a list, numbered by year, starting at 2007 and 
ending at 2021 (including B). Example: 2010- Benjamin Banneker is attempting to convince 
Thomas Jefferson and George Washington that slavery is barbaric and should be outlawed. 

 In one sentence maximum, summarize each argumentative prompt (question #3), specifically 
explaining the topic and what the prompt is asking the test taker to do. Type this as a list, 
numbered by year, starting with 2007 and ending with 2021 (including B forms). 

 
Assignment #3: Creation of Free Response Packet 
Create your own packet of three (1 synthesis, 1 argumentative, 1 rhetorical analysis) essay prompts. 
The synthesis prompt must include all of the appropriate sources and be in exact AP format (including 
MLA citation boxes for every source), the rhetorical analysis prompt must include the passage to be 
analyzed as well as specific instructions, and the argumentative prompt must have adequate 
background and a specific focus. You may not repeat any prior prompts used by the College Board. All 
three of your prompts must be related to one central issue that means something significant to you. 
Select a weighty and worthy subject, one that shows your depth and complexity as a researcher and 
thinker. 
 
Have a great summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
AP English: Language and Composition Teachers 
West Forsyth High School 
 
 

 

  


